
LET'S EXPLORE

Sydney Opera House: One of Sydney's most iconic landmarks
is the Sydney Opera House. The Opera House welcomes more
than 8.2 million visitors a year and one of the world’s busiest
performing arts centers, presenting more than 2000 shows 363
days a year for more than 1.5 million people.

National Parks: Australia has 516 national parks to protect its
unique plants and animals. There are also several types of rain
forests - tropical rain forests, mainly found in the northeast, are
the richest in plant and animal species. Subtropical rain forests
are found near the mid-eastern coast, and broadleaf rain forests
grow in the southeast and on the island of Tasmania. 
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DEADLY SPECIES

There are 36 species of poisonous
funnel-web spiders in eastern

Australia and 20 types of 
venomous snakes.

SURF'S UP

Australia is one of the greatest surfing
nations and the largest surf country of

the Southern Hemisphere. It has
between 2.5 and 3.5 million active

surfers while one in three 
wave riders are women.

A DIVERSE

NATION

early a quarter of the people who live
in Australia were born in other

countries. Many from the UK and
other European countries, as well as
from China, Vietnam, North Africa

and the Middle East.
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https://www.tripsavvy.com/sydney-opera-house-complete-guide-4783244
https://www.natgeokids.com/discover/geography/countries/30-cool-facts-about-china/
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BOOK SUGGESTIONS
Mirror by Jeannie Baker

Wombat, Mudlark & Other Stories by Helen Milroy

ABORIGINAL CULTURE

The Great Barrier Reef in Eastern
Australia is the biggest coral reef
system in the world. The reef
consists of more than 3,000 reefs
and 900 islands. The Barrier Reef
is home to over 350 species of
corals and over 1,500 species of
fish. 

Australia's ecosystem: Australia is
the only country in the world that
covers an entire continent. It is
one of the largest countries on
Earth. Although it is rich in
natural resources and has a lot of
fertile land, more than one-third
of Australia is desert. 

The ecosystem is an unusual one
because of its remote location. As
a result, there are many animal
species that occur here and
nowhere else in the world, such as
the platypus, kangaroo, echidna,
and koala. 

One of Australia's most amazing
sites rises like an enormous
whale's back from a flat red-soil
desert called the Red Center. This
site is called Uluru, and it is a
sacred natural formation at the
heart of the country. Rising 1,100
feet (335 meters) tall, it is the
largest rock in the world! 

Koalas are marsupials, related to
kangaroos.

Aboriginal peoples have lived on
the continent now known as
Australia for more than 50,000
years. Theirs is one of the oldest
living civilizations in the world.
Aboriginal peoples are one of two
Indigenous cultural groups in
Australia. The other group is the
Torres Strait Islander peoples.
Both groups share a close
connection to the land, to
waterways, and to living things.
However, the Aboriginal peoples
have their own distinct cultural
practices, languages, and beliefs.

Evidence shows that Australian
Aboriginal people have lived on
the continent for thousands of
years. Archaeologists found two
skeletons of people in Mungo
National Park in New South
Wales. The skeletons were more
than 40,000 years old. 

The didgeridoo was developed 
by Aboriginal peoples of 
northern Australia at least 
1,500 years ago.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzM8CbZUOHE
https://www.amazon.com/Mirror-Jeannie-Baker/dp/0763648485/ref=sr_1_1?crid=I6Z2FCNFPI81&dchild=1&keywords=mirror+jeannie+baker&qid=1615351509&sprefix=mirror+jean%2Caps%2C217&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wombat-Mudlark-Other-Stories-Milroy/dp/1925815811/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1615351544&sr=8-1
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Australia/345639
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/civilization/391000
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Torres-Strait-Islander-peoples/629033
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Mungo-National-Park/629714

